
 
 
 

 
 

We lc ome  t o MSNA new s on t he w eb.  The new s let t er  w i l l  henc efo r t h 
be publ ished on t h is  w eb s i t e: http://www.marlboroughsquare.com/atom.xml 
If you have input for the Newsletter please call me at 972-783-9448 or just e-mail me at 
rcudlipp@sbcglolbal.net. 

 
Welcome to June and Summer.  I actually thought I was further behind in getting 

this out; just a senior moment I guess.  It probably just seems longer then it has been 
since the last newsletter because I have been rather busy; let me make that we.   We 
have been busy redecorating: new tile in the bathrooms, new carpet in the bedrooms, 
painting, and assorted other items.  Another item that kept us busy was a week in Paris, 
which was a lot more fun than the redecorating.   
 Since I have not received much in the way of resident inputs for this newsletter 
you’ll just have to suffer with some more on our activities, particularly Paris.  Except for 
the 10 hour flights we had a delightful time touring the city.  We got to see most of the 
sights: Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triomphe, Notre Dame, etc., and particularly the museums.  
The Lourve is certainly impressive, but we happen to be big fans of impressionism 
(Monet, Renoir, etc.) and probably for the first time got our fill. We did a lot of walking, 
not too much eating (diet and $$), and just had a very nice time.  We highly recommend 
it.  One thing we did see in Paris is a bit of the future.  Aside from an excellent public 
transit system and lots of walking, the vehicles you see most in Paris are small cars, 
motorcycles, and bikes.  They have a unique citywide bike rental system, with parking 
meters where you apparently enter a PIN and take the bike and can leave it at another 
rental terminal  
 We had originally planned to tour Italy before going to Paris, but the tour 
company cancelled that tour so we just spent a little longer in Paris.  Norm and Beth 
Wills had toured Italy back in April so maybe we can get them to regale with tales of 
Italy in our next newsletter. 
 
TO REPEAT MY REQUEST FROM THE LAST NEWSLETTER: 
Regardless of the newsletter form its purpose remains the same: to inform the 
neighborhood residents.  The source of most of that information is you, the resident. So 
I implore you to provide items including the following, via either of the above contacts. 

Richardson city highlights  Neighborhood activities 
Personal bio information  New neighbors (within the last year) 
Favorite recipes     Places to visit (TX, US, or International) 
Recommended restaurants  Recommended books and movies 
Places to shop    Recommended services (plumbers, etc) 
ANYTHING ELSE THAT MIGHT BE OF INTEREST TO PEOPLE.  There must be 
some things you have to share with your neighbors 
 

ALSO A REPEAT: We need more Crime Watch volunteers.  There are currently 14 
Springridge teams doing two hours each for 28 hours in June, out of  720 hours, or 
about 4% of the time.  I should mention that Carol Waring and Myrna Cudlipp have now 
volunteered. 



 After I wrote the above I attended the monthly Crime Watch meeting and learned 
tthere are now 15 new Springridge volunteers, including Carol, Myrna, and Molly 
Baldwin.  Molly is finishing her Master in Criminal Science degree and her mother, 
DeeDee convinced her this would be good practical experience. 

 
In keeping with my request for newsletter items, here’s a couple: 
A number of years ago a small group of us on Stonecrest started going to the House 
Café, on Bowser, for breakfast on Saturday mornings.  At the time a full breakfast cost 
$3.95 plus coffee.  In the interim our group has grown, as have prices, but so has the 
Saturday crowd.  A few weeks back we found ourselves there at 8:00 as usual, but 
without a table.  So we decided to try something different and went to Nolan MacGees, 
a new family restaurant trying to make a go at Jupiter and Buckingham, across from 
Home Depot.  We wound up getting breakfast, including coffee for $3.95.  They don’t 
have a wide selection, but pretty good food at a good price.  Give it a try.  
 
While I’m making recommendations let me go back to our redecorating.  Our wood 
floors and new carpet came from Peeks (on 75 in Plano).  They gave us a real good 
price on the wood floors and excellent installation in both cases.  They are also highly 
recommended on Angie’s List.  They also have an excellent carpet cleaning service, 
which we wound up using on the new carpet.  This was a result of the grease on our 
garage door opener track dripping on the floor when we hit 90°. It had dripped last 
summer in the heat but apparently still had too much grease, courtesy of the installers. 
Someone, who will remain nameless, managed to walk across wood and tile floors and 
still have enough on his shoes to leave multiple spots on the NEW bedroom carpet.  For 
some reason Myrna did not trust me to clean the carpet so we called Peek’s for a 
suggestion, not knowing they had a service.  Bottom line, they did an excellent job of 
cleaning the carpet and saving my life.  You might keep it in mind. 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
If you missed the May meeting at SRE, we had an overview of the Wildflower Festival 
by the Community Events Manager, Jeff Fairchild. Also, Calloway’s store manager, 
Bryan Hutson, discussed the Good Neighbor Program and planting tips.  We had really 
good coffee donated from McDonalds, tea, cookies and brownies.  
 
A great 4th of July cook out and parade is planned again this year.  The parade will start 
on July 4 around 10:30 at the West end of Potomac between Potomac and Flintwood.  
Costume awards will be given for best over all, patriotic, creative, imaginative, and 
colorful.  Anyone can enter-pets, wagons, and bikes. We are also looking forward to a 
repeat performance of the Mow Boys. The cookout will start at 12:00 followed by the 
adult and children’s raffle. If no rain is in the forecast, we will also provide ping-pong, 
face painting, and a water slide.  See you there! Valerie 

                                                 
 
CODE VIOLATIONS 
As a reminder the City still checks for code violations. In May we had 10 violations that 
were resolved, half on Flintwood.  In addition there were nine awaiting reinspection; one 
house on Flintwood and one on Stonecrest each had four open.         



HELP NEEDED 
 You may or may not have seen the article in last Sunday’s neighbors section of 
the DMN.  It was about the Network of Community Ministries and their need for food.  
They help provide food for families in the same communities that are part of RISD. “60% 
of the children in the RISD are from families below the poverty level.  The need for food 
is greater with the end of the school year and free lunches.  In an effort to help we ask 
you to bring money or food contributions to the July 4th Picnic.  Myrna and I will deliver 
them to the network.  Please make an effort to remember this need. 
 
LATE BREAKING NEWS:  Lowes will open on Thursday, June 26 
 

 
 
 
Courtesy of John Veatch here’s info from the City 
HomeownersÕ Association Presidents Meeting 
Richardson City Hall, May 20, 2008 
 

There were two main topics discussed at this HOA meeting. The first was the Wildflower 
Festival that had just ended on the Sunday before the HOA meeting. According to all who 
attended the event was a huge success and every facet of the festival went off according to plan. 
City Staff were very enthusiastic about the programs and attendance. Although it was too early 
for definite figures to be obtained, the general consensus was that approximately 80,000 Ð 83,000 
people attended the three-day festival. That is a very significant increase over the 60,000 or so 
that attended last year. You can check the City of Richardson webpage to find more information 
about the festival. 

The second topic discussed was the cityÕs recent passage of a 15.5% rate increase on 
water and sewer rates in the city of Richardson. A report was given that traced rates for water 
and sewer over the past ten years or so and the city has instituted a rate increase every other year 
in the range of 13 -15%. The rate increase is necessitated by several factors, not the least of 
which is the fact that Richardson and all other 12 cities that make up the North Texas Municipal 
Water District are bound by commitments made in 2001 Ð 2002 for an aggressive capital 
improvement campaign aimed at increasing system capacity to insure a stable and dependable 
water supply for the member cities. From 1993-1994 wholesale water prices had been relatively 
stable but in 2001 the cost began to escalate with the new capital improvements campaign. 

In addition to the new capital improvements campaign, Richardson and other member 
cities of a Òtake or payÓ system wherein the city is obligated to either take what is considered the 
maximum demand of water for the year, 11 billion gallons, or pay for that amount if the city uses 
less. We were told that this Òmaximum demandÓ contract is the industry standard for water 
districts. The simple fact is that, even if Richardson residents do their best to conserve on water, 
the city is obligated to pay the maximum amount regardless of how little water is actually used. 
You can find more information about the new rate increases and additional information on the 
City of Richardson website. 

There was also some discussion about the smoking ordinance that was recently passed by 
the City Council. According to several council members the ordinance was passed after some 
ÒspiritedÓ discussion by the council.  

It was reported also that Richardson is one of four cities in Texas and one of only 87 in 
the United States that have a AAA bond rating from Standard & Poors. Reaching and 
maintaining this rating enables the City to save considerable interest on money it borrows. 
 



 
 
 
MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS: 

Again, in keeping with my request for inputs, I thought I’d get a biographies 
section going.  Myrna and I are a case of North and South getting together without too 
many battles.  She’s a Mississippi girl and I was born and raised in NYC.  After 
graduating from the US Naval Academy in ’59 I was commissioned in the Air Force. In 
1960 I was assigned to a school at Keesler AFB in Biloxi, MS, Myrna’s hometown.  I 
always like to say I picked her up in a bar, but in reality we met in a restaurant where 
she was dining with her aunt.  We were married eight months later (April ’61).  The AF 
moved us around a bit (Sacramento, Waco, Dayton, Biloxi, Dayton, Ft. Worth, 
Montgomery, and Dayton again) and added three children: Ken ’62, David ’64, and 
Karen ’71.  Except for two years, where we were separated while I went to play war 
games in SE Asia, we pretty well enjoyed AF life.  When the AF decided to move us to 
D.C. in ’79 we decided to retire. I went to work at NCR HQ and we stayed in Dayton 
while the boys finished High School.  We moved to Richardson in ’83.  Both boys 
graduate from A&M and Karen graduated UNT. Dave and Karen are both in Physical 
Therapy and Ken is in computer security.  We have four grandchildren (ages 3 – 6): one 
girl, three boys.  They are all in the DFW area which is enough to keep us busy and 
happy. 

 
 


